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‘At Home’ Newsletter week beginning 15th June 2020 

 
Church Opening 

 
Last week I updated everyone on the process that is underway to lead to the opening up 
of our churches. As I write this, we have completed Risk Assessments on All Saints and St 
Michael’s Churches and the Risk Assessment for St Nicholas Church will be completed 
this weekend.  We have had a very successful cleaning day at All Saints with another due 
next week, so All Saints Church will be open on Saturday 27th June from 9am – 12 noon. 
We will then work out a timetable of occasional opening through the week. I envisage 
being able to do the same with our other two churches, subject to cleaning and some 
minor maintenance work, within the first couple of weeks of July. 
 
At the moment, churches may be open for private prayer only. The guidelines are very 
explicit about what is not permitted: there are to be no prayers led by a Minister, there 
are to be no casual visits for looking round/touring the church; there are to be no social 
gatherings inside or outside the church and no group meetings.    
 
In addition, we would ask that you do not bring any items for leaving in the church, i.e. 
flowers, food for the foodbank box, candles, or any other items other than what you 
would like to bring to help you in your private prayers. Seating will be restricted 
according to government regulations on social distancing and, in order to keep the need 
for cleaning at a minimum, some sections of the church will be closed off. Refreshments 
will not be available and the kitchen will remain closed. One toilet will be open.  
 
I find it quite uncomfortable having to write about these restrictions: churches are 
buildings where we gladly welcome all and all are free to come and go. But these 
restrictions are in place in order to ensure everyone is kept safe at all times, as well as to 
ensure we limit the need for extra cleaning. 
 
However, I am gladdened (and I hope you are too!) about the fact that our churches are 
going to be open for the very thing for which they were built: as places of worship and 
prayer, listening in the silence to God and reflection on his call on our lives at this 
present time.  It is indeed a golden opportunity for all of us to be reminded that a church 
is not just another historical building and is not a tourist attraction. I believe we need 
this time to remind ourselves of our first calling: to pray, to worship, to give ourselves 
over to God. It will be lovely to see some of you over the coming weeks, as we take 
those first tentative steps to pray in our churches once again.  
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Collect for 2nd Sunday after Trinity 

 
Faithful Creator, 

Whose mercy never fails: 
Deepen our faithfulness to you 

and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
We pray this week: 

for all those who are fearful about leaving their homes; 
for all those who have been made redundant  
or who are facing cuts in their working hours; 

for all those who struggle with depression or anxiety. 
We give thanks for the kindness of neighbours, 

for the love of family and friends, 
for food on our tables, for the gift of life itself. 

  
***************************************************** 

 

Monday to Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer on Zoom. 
If you would like to join in please let Margaret know: 01255 502033 or 
email sh.ma@btinternet.com 

  
‘Monday Moment’ 8pm  
5 minutes of prayer live-streamed from one of our churches join in at 
8pm by lighting a candle and saying The Lords Prayer follow live on the 
All Saints Facebook page  
 
Tuesday and Thursday 5pm Evening Prayer  
Prayer and reflection at home and/or follow live on the All Saints 
Facebook page 
 
Wednesdays 7pm Night Prayer on Zoom 
If you would like to join in please let John and Dawn Wallace know: 
07825 044940 or email dawnwallace0967@gmail.com  

 
Sunday 10am Worship  

Join in at home and/or follow live on the All Saints Facebook page  
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Parish Finances 
 

Thank you to those of you who have been in touch with our Treasurers to forward your regular giving 
during these weeks while our churches have been closed, this has been very helpful.  
 
As you all know, even though our church buildings are closed, we are still a church: praying and 
worshipping in our own homes, meeting virtually for prayer, services and fellowship, loving our 
neighbours by offering practical support to the vulnerable, and caring for our communities. The work of 
our church is reliant on people’s generosity, a generosity that is a hallmark of a lived-out faith and a 
testament to it. We give to our church in a variety of ways, but with the closure of all our buildings we 
cannot receive all the gifts that we usually would, so we really need your help now, so that we can 
continue to pay our Parish Share commitment and so that we can continue to pay our regular 
overheads. If regular giving does not continue, this could seriously affect our ability to open our churches 
in the future.  
 
Please do one of the following:  
 

1) If you give cash, either by the weekly envelope, or by putting cash in the collection week by week, 
please either: 
 
a) write a cheque to cover your regular weekly giving from the time our churches were closed, from 
22nd

 
March until now, then continue to do so on a regular basis until we can return to our churches; or: 

 
b) if you have been putting your weekly giving aside in your weekly envelopes then we can arrange for 
them to be collected or we can collect a cash donation; or:  
 
c) arrange for a bank transfer (details below); or: 
 
d) think about setting up a direct debit. This is by far the best way to give on a regular basis. If you would 
like help with this, get in touch with your Church Treasurer. 
 
2) If you already give by direct debit, please do not cancel it. 
 
3) If you make occasional one-off donations please think about doing this now.  
 
If you are able to increase your giving, it would help enormously. 
 
Please contact the relevant Treasurer for further details and for help with any of this.  
 
St Michael’s Treasurer: Vicki White tel 07427 837782 email: mavric.90@outlook.com Bank details: 
Barclays Bank Sort Code: 20-22-67 Account No: 00849901 
Cheques payable to: The Church Council of Ramsey with Little Oakley  
 
All Saints’ Treasurer: Doug Cooper tel 07948 820923 email: claireanddoug38@gmail.com Bank details: 
Barclays Bank Sort Code: 20-22-67 Account No: 40693723 
Cheques payable to: DCC of Dovercourt and Parkeston  
 
St Nicholas’ Treasurer: John Shaw tel 07708 143897 email: john.mshaw@hotmail.co.uk Bank details: 
TSB Sort Code: 30-92-72 Account No: 00124451 
Cheques payable to: The Church Council of St Nicholas Harwich.  

THANK YOU. 


