
"As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or 

to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides 

us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 

foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” 

1 Timothy 6.17-19 

 

Dear friends, 

 

We find ourselves facing the biggest challenge of most of our lifetimes. In the 

interests of protecting the NHS, one another, and saving lives, our churches 

have now been asked to close for a second time until at least the 2nd 

December. This follows an extensive period of closure earlier in the year. This 

is difficult for all of us, and while online services allow us to be connected 

virtually, we recognise that it is not the same as being able to gather in worship 

with our community.  

 

However, it is important to remember that while our church buildings are 

closed, the Church remains an anchor of prayer, our mission remains constant, 

and we are able to offer ourselves to the service of others in our communities: 

as a church we remain alive and active. 

 

It is important to remember that our giving to our churches is as valuable now 

as ever. Although we are not able to gather in worship for some time, our 

mission remains constant, and that necessary to that mission is resource. The 

practical resource of our giving enables our churches to be places of hope, 

prayer and support during this difficult time - it enables us to live out our 

calling to be Christ in the world, and to serve our communities to meet their 

needs. Giving is also a fundamental part of our discipleship - we give because 

God first gave to us, and so we are invited to respond to that through giving 

the very best we can offer.  

 

As we approach Advent and the beginning of the new church year, this is an 

excellent time for us to prayerfully consider the level of our own giving. Many 

in our church family have given sacrificially during these difficult times. 

However, as a parish we are now facing a significant shortfall. Compared to 

our normal level of giving the combined shortfall from all three churches is in 

the region of £14,000 as of the end of November.  



The fixed costs of the church still remain - the parish share payments to the 

Diocese which pays for our ministers plus the cost of insurance, electricity and 

gas, newsletter, and repairs and maintenance. Unless that shortfall can be made 

up then it will have to be taken from the parish reserves. That is not a healthy 

financial position to be in. 

 

Our giving forms an expression of our faith, of grace, and of love of God. As 

we ponder on what it means to welcome Jesus’ through this season of Advent 

we may wish to reflect on our giving to the church. If you are able to make an 

additional “Advent” payment towards this shortfall or amend your existing 

regular payment that would be very much appreciated: thank you, for all you 

are able to give. The bank details are below. Please contact the relevant 

treasurer if you require any further assistance. 

 

St Michael’s   Sort Code:  20 22 67 Account No:  00849901 (Vicki White) 

St Nicholas’   Sort Code   30 92 72 Account No:  00124451 (John Shaw) 

All Saints’       Sort Code:  20 22 67  Account No:  40693723 (Doug Cooper) 

 

My Christ be with us, and bless us always. 

 

With prayers and best wishes, 

 

The PCC of the Parish of the Harwich Peninsula 

 


