
BIBLE READINGS        
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-18 

The Inescapable God To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me.2 You know when I sit down and when I 
rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.3 You search out my path and my lying 
down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my 
tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your 
hand upon me. 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the 
day, for darkness is as light to you.13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb.14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.15 My frame was not hidden from 
you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.16 Your 
eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were 
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 17 How weighty to me are your 
thoughts, O God. How vast is the sum of them!18 I try to count them—they are more than 
the sand; I come to the end[a]—I am still with you. 
 

John 1:43-End 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael 
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you,[m] you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. 

Collect                                                                                                                                      
Almighty God, In Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by 
the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

REFLECTION, by Lisselle Clarke-Moisley 

‘O Lord you have searched me out and you know me.’ These are words of truth and 
power. Arguably bearing more resonance now than ever. Each of us has been made; 
beautifully, carefully, painstakingly, creatively, by God and consequently are known 
intimately by him, our Great designer – the divine our artist - our heavenly Father. He 
knows us, each and every part. One of the catchphrases of the year has been: ‘these are 
strange times’. And in these ‘strange times’ I don’t know about you, but I have certainly 
found myself pondering strange questions that perhaps wouldn’t have had space to 
surface quite so much previously…   
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I wonder if in the past year those at home (whether shielding, or as a matter of normal 
order) have ever found themselves pondering ‘Does anyone/ anyone outside my house/ 
bubble even know I’m here, hidden behind these doors?’ Or, ‘Do I/ does my life actually 
make a difference or matter?  
I wonder if those busily volunteering or at work, who’ve been inundated with face-to-
face (/screen-to-screen) more encounters than before have ever asked themselves the 
question – if I keep having to scrap the work I’ve done does it even matter? Do I 
personally matter in this seemingly endless work/ role, or could it be just anyone fulfilling 
it? Am I just a number functioning to keep things work or even friends/ family going? 
Our psalm today speaks loudly and boldly the truth that we, indeed YOU ARE SEEN – 
absolutely, by the one who loved you into being… Though you are one of many, you are 
specific, unique and YOU ARE KNOWN in your particularity. 
This ‘knowing’, (a word which in its original language, covers all from simple recognition 
to the most intimate kind of relationship) is used in the psalm to expound on God’s 
knowing everything about us; from the mundane every-day details of our lives (e.g. 
standing up and sitting down) to the most intimate, microscopic details of our existence 
such as the quality of every fibre of our being, that would be impossible for anyone other 
than he who wove us together in vitro to know.  
Recently, many plans have been (and continue to be) changed; work that’s been done – 
preparations for Christmas, reports that have been written regarding new legislations. 
Conversations of our own or in the news & meetings about steps going forward over the 
months may have felt dishearteningly like they’ve been done in vain; a waste of time and 
energy. Perhaps things that have not been possible to do, time we have not been able to 
share may have felt a waste of opportunity leaving life feeling somewhat vacuous and joy 
or meaning-less.   
But this Psalm expresses that no part, moment, minute of our life and being is unknown, 
goes unnoticed or is meaningless to God. Every part of us, from the secret and hidden, 
slow and seemingly mundane or the blurred and intensively frenetic is recognised and 
known by our Maker, Creator and Companion. 
The verses of Psalm 139 here (or in full in your Bibles) contain huge numbers of personal 
pronouns; continually referring to ‘you’ (in their prayerful dialogue with God) and ‘I’ 
(referring to all and every detail of their own life) the psalmist reveals how every 
(in)activity included within their days of waking up and lying down, to sleep are 
accounted for, seen, known, and bound up, in relationship with the Lord. 

John’s gospel speaks of Jesus who’d been identified by Philip (to his friend Nathanael) as 
‘the one… about whom the prophets wrote’. When Jesus approached Nathanael, Jesus 
told him of himself; he spoke of Nathanael’s character. Nathanael, stunned asked ‘how 
do you know me?’ Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” Before Nathanael had even seen Jesus – Jesus had known him. 

Jesus, who was with God in the very beginning, has known us before we even moved on 
the earth. Jesus who formed us knows our every word before it is even formed on our 
lips – he sees our activity and inactivity. Let us remember his love and in whatever we do 
(or refrain from doing) let us do so, assured it is both in the company of Lord, and for the 
Lord himself. (see Colossians 3:23-24) 


