
BIBLE READINGS                1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his 
holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ - their Lord and ours:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him 
you have been enriched in every way - with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge - 
God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you.  Therefore you do not lack 
any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will also 
keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.        

Mark 13:24-36 

“But in those days, following that distress, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken.’ “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory.  And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things happening, 
you know that it is near, right at the door.  Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away. 

The Day and Hour Unknown 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.  Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will 
come.  It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 
each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come 
back - whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.  If 
he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.   What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: ‘Watch!” 

REFLECTION Mark Chapter 13’s an interesting one! If you got your Bible’s handy it’s worth 
pausing here and reading the chapter as a whole if you’re able. 13:1 starts with one of the 
disciples admiring the beauty of the grand temple walls - ‘What magnificent buildings!’ he 
says to his teacher. 



Jesus doesn’t challenge the building’s beauty, but eager for his disciples to grow refuses to 
miss a ‘teachable moment’ and so responds with a warning that this temple is soon to be 
destroyed. Shocking news as this was their regular place of worship, the place they gathered 
to pray, praise and bring their sacrificial offerings (perhaps we’ve got a little more empathy 
for the disciple in question now we’re familiar with national lockdown). It’s shocking news 
and a warning that would be hard to hear.  But as the chapter ensues, we realise v1-the end 
is utterly characterised with warning and calls to ‘take care’, ‘watch out’, ‘be on guard’… 

If following in your Bible you’ll be able to look ahead and see that this chapter (13) is almost 

immediately before the last supper… This helps us realise that these cautions and warnings 

and calls for preparation from Jesus, in the context of the story as it is unfolding before those 

first disciples are timely. Jesus is taking the opportunity to prepare his disciples as much as 

possible before he must physically leave them. 

Because we hold the rest of the story in our Bible’s, and our hearts, we know Jesus was soon 

to be be crucified - resurrected from the dead - and ascend into heaven where he’d be seated 

at his Father’s right hand, until he returns again. The disciples, of the time however, did not 

know this.  So, Jesus tells them to take care - to ‘watch out’, not to be reliant upon the 

outward symbols of religion, (e.g the temple); to ‘watch out’ not to be taken in by people 

teaching otherwise/ claiming to be the answer; and to watch out not to be distracted by the 

turmoil coming before he, ‘the son of man’ would returns again. (13:2,5,8-9). 

It certainly doesn’t sound the most coveted news does it?! Jesus’ is here, being real, saying 

things are going to be difficult. In the first case, the disciples voicing what most of us would 

say in response is “When’s it going to happen?” But Jesus is clear in saying the point of this 

conversation is not a dated forecast of what’s happening when. In fact he’s warning them to 

steer clear of anyone making any such predictions. 

Jesus is clear - his words are to remind his disciples of the hope that is set before them - 

alerting them of realities in order that they would keep their eyes fixed beyond their 

circumstances, and to console or affirm them, that though in what they would experience 

loss of buildings and probably a sense of identity with that, struggles living through chaos in 

the world… where much around them would crumble his word; his promises, we are 

assured, will not. his word is, indeed he is, as we relate to him through the Holy Spirit, our 

eternal constant. (13:31) 

And, much like parables we’ve read recently, Jesus warns his disciples (which includes us) to 

be on guard. Unlike the sleeping servant of the parable (13:34-36), we’re to be watching for 

him. Not to say we can’t sleep - literal sleep’s a significant part of ensuring we keep healthy 

in body and mind. Indeed, the restorative nature of good sleep contributes to our being alert 

enough to recognise ‘leaves’ sprouting (13:28), equipping us to sense the signs of his nearing 

presence. As we enter advent, we enter a season of practicing our watching and listening 

we’re remember ‘[we] do not lack any spiritual gift as [we] eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus 

Christ to be revealed.’ (1 Cor 1:4) 


