
 

Bible Readings 

New Testament Reading: Matthew 11:16-19 & 25-30 

 16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others: 

17 “‘We played the pipe for you, 
    and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, 
    and you did not mourn.’ 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her 
deeds.” 

Woe on Unrepentant Towns 

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been 
performed, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I 
tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for 
you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down 
to Hades.[e] For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in 
Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more 
bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 

The Father Revealed in the Son 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 

Old Testament Reading can be found in: Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-66. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23483e


Bible Reflection Today’s passage highlights a generation’s expectations of Jesus; 
of their wanting him to figuratively dance to their tune, to act in accordance with their 
desires. As the passage continues, we see Jesus’ response to crowds who perhaps 
have asked, but certainly experienced his action through signs and wonders.  

Matthew 11 verses 20-24, shows Jesus’ response to this – to them – is to denounce 
whole cities, in fact, who’ve seen his action; the signs and wonders of God. Not 
because Jesus devalues these wonderful acts (nor do I think he resents/ criticizes 
people asking to see them…) Rather, his challenge comes because Jesus values 
these miraculous signs as exactly that; signs.  

The signs and wonders Jesus performs (and perhaps his provision in whichever way 
it comes) are dynamic gifts of God, bringing transformation. However, their purpose 
is not simply to impress, to wow, to lighten the mood. The purpose of the signs are 
to reveal something of God. The powerful gifts of God that we read about and have 
perhaps experienced for ourselves are demonstrations of God’s Lordship over all 
matter and so are revelations of who God is. 

They are signs intended to transform our “moments” – yes - but they are also 
offered as opportunities for the transforming of our lives far more holistically. The 
signs and wonders of God – his miraculous provision – are signs of God himself; 
gifts that rather than ends in themselves, are to signs pointing us to the gift giver.  

The signs and wonders point out to us where faith should wisely be placed (that is in 
God), these revelations of the Almighty at work, highlight for us the insufficiency faith 
placed anywhere else! The signs of Jesus, what we read in the gospels and perhaps 
see from time to time around us, rightly understood are like lightbulb moments 
affording us the opportunity to stop and rethink, to re-set our vision, to re-pent, to 
place or even re-place our faith again, in him who makes all things possible.  

Matthew 11 shows those who are complaining about Jesus not properly responding 
to their demands for action, as those who themselves need to be challenged for 
failing to respond properly to the action Jesus has already taken. (Oh, see how the 
tables have turned/) 

This makes me think back to the story of the 10 lepers, in Luke 17, who were healed 
of their disease. Of the 10, only 1 returned to give thanks to God. Though this lepper 
had already seen the sign, experienced healing of Jesus, it was only after he re-
turned (literally repenting) to Jesus, that he received the further affirmation of Jesus 
(‘…your faith has made you well’, verse 19). 

The healing was a sign that restored the skin of 10 people, and indeed pointed each 
to the Restorer. However, only the 1 who turned to the Restorer himself experienced 
the ‘more’ God was offering. Only this 1 man who had re-turned was restored to 
faith-full relationship with God, through Jesus in addition to experiencing a restored 
body. Let us then not be transfixed on the things, even gifts of God – but turn our 
eyes, in fact allow ourselves to be fully turned, towards the gift-giver. As Jesus 
reminds us, it is only in him we will find true rest for our souls. 


