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‘At Home’ Newsletter 18th May 2020 

 
Thursday this week – the 21st – is ‘Ascension Day’ in the church calendar. I understand 
that in previous years some of the congregation of St Michael’s would have gathered up 
on the church tower for Acension Day! On Ascension Day we are called to ‘go up’ – to 
find higher ground – not to escape the difficulties of this world but to gain a broader 
perspective upon life, to gain a vision and a mission that is larger than ourselves and our 
communities. Of course, we don’t need to look to the heavens to find inspiration 
because the ever-present God is right here, giving us all the guidance and inspiration we 
need to heal, to embrace, to welcome to love. I pray that all of us are finding a little bit 
of ‘higher ground’ (by which I don’t mean just getting up the stairs!) in our prayers. 
 
In our weekly worship we are continuing to offer Evening Prayer on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 5pm and on Sundays at 10am. If you are online and can google Facebook, 
and I know that more of you are doing this now, then you can join in worship during our 
live feed on All Saints Facebook page. All of our services are posted on the page so you 
can access them whenever you like, not just when it goes live. 
 
As well as this, from next week, we are going ‘live’ at 8pm on Mondays, for a much 
shorter time of candle lighting and asking for requests for prayer, from inside one of our 
churches. I know many of you will be missing walking into and praying in church so we 
hope this will help. For those of you not online, please also use this time to light a 
candle, pray the Lords Prayer and let myself and Lisselle know about any prayer requests 
you may have.  
 
‘Zoom’ is an online meeting app, and we are now running Morning Prayer Monday to 
Thursday on Zoom. If you want help installing it, give John a ring 07708143897. IT IS 
VERY EASY. So get in touch. If you want to join in with Morning Prayer where we can at 
least look at each other(!) let me know so I can send you a link each day by email.  
Worship and prayer may never be the same again! 

 
********************************* 

 
Collect for the 7th Sunday of Easter 

Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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From Luke 24 v50: 
‘He lifted up his hands and blessed them.  

While he was blessing them he left them and was taken up into heaven.  
Then they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’ 
 

Prayers for this week: 
We continue to pray for the world in its struggle with the virus 

especially for those who do not have access to good healthcare, 
clean water or nutritious food; 

we pray for all those returning to work, for their safety and protection; 
we pray for those who are sick, for those who care for them and for the bereaved; 

for all God’s people to be encouraged in daily prayer and worship. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Request for help! 
 

If you are fit and able and would appreciate a bit of exercise, then help is needed 
with a bit of gardening at St Michael’s Vicarage and the lawns and beds at All Saints. 

All done safely, at a distance. Give John a ring on 07708143897 if you are able to 
help. All offers gratefully received! 

 
 

A note from our Treasurers:  

We have been asked to remind our congregations that, as part of our ongoing 
discipleship, we keep up with our regular giving. Please do not cancel any existing 
direct debits. If you give regularly through the parish envelope scheme, or give 
loose cash, keep setting aside your usual offering every week if you are able to. If 
you prefer to alter this to a donation by cheque, then that’s fine, let us know. If you 
have online banking, you may wish to consider to changing to direct debit. Any help 
or advice needed contact your church Treasurer. Many thanks for your ongoing 

support of our churches.  

All Saints Doug Cooper 07948 820923 claireanddoug38@gmail.com  

St Michael’s Vicki White 07427 837782 mavric.90@outlook.com  
St Nicholas John Shaw 07708 143897 john.mshaw@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 
 
 


